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Abstract:

Background. Traditional biomass has been the major source of cooking energy for major segment of
Ethiopian population for thousands of years. Cognizant of this energy poverty, the Government of Ethiopia
has been spending huge sum of money to increase hydroelectric power generating stations. Objective. To
assess current levels and correlates of traditional cooking energy sources utilization. Methods. A community
based cross-sectional study was conducted employing both quantitative and qualitative approaches on
systematically selected 423 households for quantitative and purposively selected 20 people for qualitative
parts. SPSS version 16 for windows was used to analyze the quantitative data. Logistic regression was
fitted to assess possible associations and its strength was measured using odds ratio at 95% CI. Qualitative
data were analyzed thematically. Result. The study indicated that 95% of households still use traditional
biomass for cooking. Those who were less knowledgeable about negative health and environmental effects
of traditional cooking energy sources were seven and six times more likely to utilize them compared with
those who were knowledgeable (AOR (95% CI) Euro Surveillance (Bulletin Europeen Sur Les Maladies
Transmissibles; European Communicable Disease Bulletin) 7.56 (1.635, 34.926), AOR (95% CI) Euro
Surveillance (Bulletin Europeen Sur Les Maladies Transmissibles; European Communicable Disease
Bulletin) 6.68 (1.80, 24.385), resp.). The most outstanding finding of this study was that people use
traditional energy for cooking mainly due to lack of the knowledge and their beliefs about food prepared
using traditional energy. That means ".people still believe that food cooked with charcoal is believed to taste
delicious than cooked with other means." Conclusion. The majority of households use traditional biomass
for cooking due to lack of knowledge and belief. Therefore, mechanisms should be designed to promote
electric energy and to teach the public about health effects of traditional cooking energy source.
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Public
Exposure : &
weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health
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Rural
Geographic Location: X
resource focuses on specific location
Non-United States
Non-United States: Africa
African Region/Country: African Country
Other African Country: Ethiopia
Health Impact: &
specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
Health Outcome Unspecified
Mitigation/Adaptation: &
mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource
Mitigation
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